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**Disclaimer: Milestone expectations vary among medical professionals, school systems, and early education

providers. The following list compiles guidelines from multiple national organizations and is used throughout The
Early Years Project. Continue to utilize the milestone expectations most relevant to you and your organization. 

Andersen, E. S., Dunlea, A., & Kekelis, L. S. (1984). Blind children's language: Resolving some
differences. Journal of Child language, 11(3), 645-664.
Anderson, S. (n.d.). Speech and language strategies cheat sheet for parents. Retrieved from:
https://il01904869.schoolwires.net/site/handlers/filedownload.ashx?
moduleinstanceid=4834&dataid=7027&FileName=Copy%20of%20Parent%20Strategies%202.p
df
American Speech-Hearing Association (ASHA). (2023). Pulls show increases in hearing,
speech and language referrals, more communication challenges in young children.
Retrieved from: https://www.asha.org/news/2023/poll-shows-increases-in-hearing-
speech-and-language-referrals-more-communication-challenges-in-young-children/
American Speech-Hearing Association (ASHA). (n.d.). Late blooming or language problem?.
Retrieved from: https://www.asha.org/public/speech/disorders/late-blooming-or-
language-problem/
American Speech-Hearing Association (ASHA). (n.d.) Late language emergence. Retrieved
from: https://www.asha.org/practice-portal/clinical-topics/late-language-
emergence/#collapse_6
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention. (2021). Developmental milestones checklist for
wic-english. Retrieved from: https://www.cdc.gov/ncbddd/actearly/pdf/FULL-LIST-
CDC_LTSAE-Checklists2021_Eng_FNL2_508.pdf
Children and Young People’s Health Services. (n.d.). Early communication. Retrieved from:
https://www.justonenorfolk.nhs.uk/speech-language/early-
communication/#:~:text=Before%20children%20learn%20to%20talk,develop%20before%20first
%20words%20appear.
Cowen, E. (n.d.). A call for all: Disability inclusion. Retrieved from:
https://www.shalomdc.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/10/Simulation-101.pdf
Dacy, A. (n.d.). Communicating with baby: Tips and milestones from birth to age 5. National
Association for the Education of Young Children. Retrieved from:
https://www.naeyc.org/our-work/families/communicating-with-baby
Feldmann, M. (2023). Personal communication. October 23, 2023. 
Folger, A. T., Wiley, S., VanHorn, A., Grove, W., DeDino, N., Minter-Mohr, M., & Meinzen-Derr, J.
(2019). Development of a state-wide database of early intervention and educational
outcomes for children who are deaf/hard of hearing. Journal of Early Hearing Detection and
Intervention, 4(1), 28-35.
Gavin, L. (2019). Modeling: A super-strategy for language growth. Retrieved from:
https://mommybites.com/col2/moms/modeling-a-super-strategy-for-language-growth/

https://il01904869.schoolwires.net/site/handlers/filedownload.ashx?moduleinstanceid=4834&dataid=7027&FileName=Copy%20of%20Parent%20Strategies%202.pdf
https://il01904869.schoolwires.net/site/handlers/filedownload.ashx?moduleinstanceid=4834&dataid=7027&FileName=Copy%20of%20Parent%20Strategies%202.pdf
https://il01904869.schoolwires.net/site/handlers/filedownload.ashx?moduleinstanceid=4834&dataid=7027&FileName=Copy%20of%20Parent%20Strategies%202.pdf
https://www.asha.org/news/2023/poll-shows-increases-in-hearing-speech-and-language-referrals-more-communication-challenges-in-young-children/
https://www.asha.org/news/2023/poll-shows-increases-in-hearing-speech-and-language-referrals-more-communication-challenges-in-young-children/
https://www.asha.org/public/speech/disorders/late-blooming-or-language-problem/
https://www.asha.org/public/speech/disorders/late-blooming-or-language-problem/
https://www.asha.org/practice-portal/clinical-topics/late-language-emergence/#collapse_6
https://www.asha.org/practice-portal/clinical-topics/late-language-emergence/#collapse_6
https://www.cdc.gov/ncbddd/actearly/pdf/FULL-LIST-CDC_LTSAE-Checklists2021_Eng_FNL2_508.pdf
https://www.cdc.gov/ncbddd/actearly/pdf/FULL-LIST-CDC_LTSAE-Checklists2021_Eng_FNL2_508.pdf
https://www.justonenorfolk.nhs.uk/speech-language/early-communication/#:~:text=Before%20children%20learn%20to%20talk,develop%20before%20first%20words%20appear
https://www.justonenorfolk.nhs.uk/speech-language/early-communication/#:~:text=Before%20children%20learn%20to%20talk,develop%20before%20first%20words%20appear
https://www.justonenorfolk.nhs.uk/speech-language/early-communication/#:~:text=Before%20children%20learn%20to%20talk,develop%20before%20first%20words%20appear
https://www.shalomdc.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/10/Simulation-101.pdf
https://www.naeyc.org/our-work/families/communicating-with-baby
https://mommybites.com/col2/moms/modeling-a-super-strategy-for-language-growth/


Page 2

The Early Years Project
Gestalt language processing stages: Complete guide for SLP’s: SLP now. SLP Now® Blog.
(2025, February 12). Hearing First. (2016). Development milestones: Birth to eight years [PDF].
https://slpnow.com/blog/gestalt-language-processing-stages-complete-guide-for-
slps/#:~:text=NLA%20Facebook%20Group-,Introduction%20to%20Gestalt%20Language%20Pro
cessing,refining%20its%20details%20over%20time.
Golisano Children’s Hospital. (n.d.). Language disorders. Retrieved from:
https://www.urmc.rochester.edu/childrens-hospital/developmental-
disabilities/conditions/language-disorders.aspx
Hartnett, J. (2022). Delayed speech or language development. Retrieved from:
https://kidshealth.org/en/parents/not-talk.html
Hindley, P. (2005). Development of deaf and blind children. Psychiatry, 4(7), 45-48.
Home Speech Home. (n.d.). Language development in children 5-6 years what to expect.
Retrieved from: https://www.home-speech-home.com/language-development-in-
children-5-6-years.html
Illinois Department of Human Services. (2023). IDEA part c- child count and settings.
Retrieved from: https://www.dhs.state.il.us/page.aspx?item=143588
Iowa Department of Health and Human Services. (n.d.). Edhi- communication options.
Retrieved from: https://hhs.iowa.gov/ehdi/communication
Khan Academy. (n.d.). Theories of the early stages of language acquisition. Retrieved from:
https://www.khanacademy.org/test-prep/mcat/processing-the-
environment/language/a/theories-of-the-early-stages-of-language-acquisition
Lanza, J., Flahive, L. (2008). Communication milestones. Linguisystems. 
Law J, Rush R, Schoon I, Parsons S. (2009). Modeling developmental language difficulties
from school entry into adulthood: Literacy mental health and employment outcomes. J
Speech Language Hearing Research. 52:1401–16.
Lennig, M. (2020). Water sensory bin. Retrieved from:
https://www.firefliesandmudpies.com/water-sensory-bin/
Lieu, J. E., Kenna, M., Anne, S., & Davidson, L. (2020). Hearing loss in children: a review. Jama,
324(21), 2195-2205.
May-Mederake, B. (2012). Early intervention and assessment of speech and language
development in young children with cochlear implants. International Journal of Pediatric
Otorhinolaryngology, 76(7), 939-946.
Meinzen-Derr, J., Wiley, S., Grove, W., Altaye, M., Gaffney, M., Satterfield-Nash, A., Folger, A. T.,
Peacock, G., & Boyle, C. (2020). Kindergarten Readiness in Children Who Are Deaf or Hard of
Hearing Who Received Early Intervention. Pediatrics, 146(4), e20200557.
https://doi.org/10.1542/peds.2020-0557
Vitagliano, J., & Purdy, S. (2019). Mother-Infant Activities: the Initial Step in Language
Development in the Deaf-Blind Child. JADARA, 21(1), 10.

Communication Domain Sources

https://slpnow.com/blog/gestalt-language-processing-stages-complete-guide-for-slps/#:~:text=NLA%20Facebook%20Group-,Introduction%20to%20Gestalt%20Language%20Processing,refining%20its%20details%20over%20time
https://slpnow.com/blog/gestalt-language-processing-stages-complete-guide-for-slps/#:~:text=NLA%20Facebook%20Group-,Introduction%20to%20Gestalt%20Language%20Processing,refining%20its%20details%20over%20time
https://slpnow.com/blog/gestalt-language-processing-stages-complete-guide-for-slps/#:~:text=NLA%20Facebook%20Group-,Introduction%20to%20Gestalt%20Language%20Processing,refining%20its%20details%20over%20time.
https://slpnow.com/blog/gestalt-language-processing-stages-complete-guide-for-slps/#:~:text=NLA%20Facebook%20Group-,Introduction%20to%20Gestalt%20Language%20Processing,refining%20its%20details%20over%20time.
https://slpnow.com/blog/gestalt-language-processing-stages-complete-guide-for-slps/#:~:text=NLA%20Facebook%20Group-,Introduction%20to%20Gestalt%20Language%20Processing,refining%20its%20details%20over%20time.
https://www.urmc.rochester.edu/childrens-hospital/developmental-disabilities/conditions/language-disorders.aspx
https://www.urmc.rochester.edu/childrens-hospital/developmental-disabilities/conditions/language-disorders.aspx
https://kidshealth.org/en/parents/not-talk.html
https://www.home-speech-home.com/language-development-in-children-5-6-years.html
https://www.home-speech-home.com/language-development-in-children-5-6-years.html
https://www.dhs.state.il.us/page.aspx?item=143588
https://hhs.iowa.gov/ehdi/communication
https://www.khanacademy.org/test-prep/mcat/processing-the-environment/language/a/theories-of-the-early-stages-of-language-acquisition
https://www.khanacademy.org/test-prep/mcat/processing-the-environment/language/a/theories-of-the-early-stages-of-language-acquisition
https://www.firefliesandmudpies.com/water-sensory-bin/
https://doi.org/10.1542/peds.2020-0557


Page 3

The Early Years Project
Nations Online. (2022). Languages of the world. Retrieved from:
https://www.nationsonline.org/oneworld/languages.htm
Office of Special Education Programs (OSEP). (2020). OSEP releases fast facts: Infants and
toddlers with disabilities. Retrieved from: https://sites.ed.gov/osers/2020/06/25/
Point Park University. (2021). The essential steps of the communication process. Retrieved
from: https://online.pointpark.edu/public-relations-and-advertising/communication-
process/
Raising Children Network. (2021). Language development in children: 0-8 years. Retrieve
from: https://raisingchildren.net.au/babies/development/language-
development/language-development-0-8
Stanford Children’s Health. (n.d.), Age-appropriate speech and language milestones.
Retrieved from: https://www.stanfordchildrens.org/en/topic/default?id=age-appropriate-
speech-and-language-milestones-90-P02170
Sunderajan, T., & Kanhere, S. V. (2019). Speech and language delay in children: Prevalence
and risk factors. Journal of family medicine and primary care, 8(5), 1642–1646.
https://doi.org/10.4103/jfmpc.jfmpc_162_19
Talking is Teaching. (n.d.), Tips for preschool teachers and other early childhood education
program providers. Retrieved from: https://www2.ed.gov/documents/early-learning/talk-
read-sing/preschool-en.pdf
The International Language Services INC. (2020). Language v. communication: They are not
the same thing. Retrieved from: https://www.ilstranslations.com/blog/language-vs-
communication-theyre-not-the-same-
thing/#:~:text=Language%20is%20a%20system%20of,a%20process%20of%20transferring%20
messages.
Tomblin, J. B., Walker, E. A., McCreery, R. W., Arenas, R. M., Harrison, M., & Moeller, M. P. (2015).
Outcomes of children with hearing loss: Data collection and methods. Ear and hearing, 36(0
1), 14S.
Vaughan Van Hecke, A., Mundy, P. C., Acra, C. F., Block, J. J., Delgado, C. E., Parlade, M. V., ... &
Pomares, Y. B. (2007). Infant joint attention, temperament, and social competence in
preschool children. Child development, 78(1), 53-69.
Vermeij, B. A. M., Wiefferink, C. H., Knoors, H., & Scholte, R. H. J. (2023). Effects in language
development of young children with language delay during early intervention. Journal of
communication disorders, 103, 106326. https://doi.org/10.1016/j.jcomdis.2023.106326
Welbaum, M., (2020). 5 activities for early intervention speech therapy. Retrieved from:
https://www.momentswithmandi.com/5-activities-for-early-intervention-speech-therapy/
Wie, O. B., Torkildsen, J. V. K., Schauber, S., Busch, T., & Litovsky, R. (2020). Long-Term
Language Development in Children With Early Simultaneous Bilateral Cochlear Implants. Ear
and hearing, 41(5), 1294–1305. https://doi.org/10.1097/AUD.0000000000000851

Communication Domain Sources

https://www.nationsonline.org/oneworld/languages.htm
https://www.nationsonline.org/oneworld/languages.htm
https://sites.ed.gov/osers/2020/06/25/
https://online.pointpark.edu/public-relations-and-advertising/communication-process/
https://online.pointpark.edu/public-relations-and-advertising/communication-process/
https://raisingchildren.net.au/babies/development/language-development/language-development-0-8
https://raisingchildren.net.au/babies/development/language-development/language-development-0-8
https://www.stanfordchildrens.org/en/topic/default?id=age-appropriate-speech-and-language-milestones-90-P02170
https://www.stanfordchildrens.org/en/topic/default?id=age-appropriate-speech-and-language-milestones-90-P02170
https://doi.org/10.4103/jfmpc.jfmpc_162_19
https://www2.ed.gov/documents/early-learning/talk-read-sing/preschool-en.pdf
https://www2.ed.gov/documents/early-learning/talk-read-sing/preschool-en.pdf
https://www.ilstranslations.com/blog/language-vs-communication-theyre-not-the-same-thing/#:~:text=Language%20is%20a%20system%20of,a%20process%20of%20transferring%20messages
https://www.ilstranslations.com/blog/language-vs-communication-theyre-not-the-same-thing/#:~:text=Language%20is%20a%20system%20of,a%20process%20of%20transferring%20messages
https://www.ilstranslations.com/blog/language-vs-communication-theyre-not-the-same-thing/#:~:text=Language%20is%20a%20system%20of,a%20process%20of%20transferring%20messages
https://www.ilstranslations.com/blog/language-vs-communication-theyre-not-the-same-thing/#:~:text=Language%20is%20a%20system%20of,a%20process%20of%20transferring%20messages
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.jcomdis.2023.106326
https://www.momentswithmandi.com/5-activities-for-early-intervention-speech-therapy/
https://doi.org/10.1097/AUD.0000000000000851

