
Common
words

Tier 2 words

Eat Devour, Chomp, Munch, Nibble, Chew

Big
Enormous, Gigantic, Giant, Immense, Massive,

Epic, Tremendous

Happy
Joyful, Carefree, Content, Cheerful, Merry,

Delighted

Fast Quick, Speedy, Zippy

EXPOSE RICH
VOCABULARY

TRY THIS:

RESEARCH SHOWS... 

“Children need to be exposed to a wide range of words and their
meanings to build a strong foundation for literacy.” 

-Susan Neuman, Professor at New York University

Use “Tier 2” words: words
we may not use every day
but add extra meaning. For
example, “convertible” is
more precise than “car”.
As you read a familiar book
with your child, think of
how you can add tier 2
words to expand on what
is in the book.

Use big words, vivid descriptions, and mental state language.
Talk about yours/ your child’s thoughts, emotions, and desires.

Use big words with little kids!

Expose your child to a variety of rich
descriptions and sophisticated words. 
Don't limit yourself to using only simple
words—use a variety of words.  
Embrace your child’s ability to
understand and learn from rich, varied
language. 

By exposing your child to a diverse
vocabulary, you expand their ability to
think critically and make connects. It
expands vocabulary and primes their
brain for reading.
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