COMMUNICATE WITH *"\
EXPRESSION

1
: "Communicating with expression offers an invitation to learn and :
: engage—the way you say something matters, as children feel I
: language before they understand it..” :
-

Keep it fun—sing, rhyme, read, and use RESEARCH SHUWS

expressive movements to engage them in

learning! Research shows that how parents talk to
Use facial expressions, vary the way you say | their babies plays a crucial role in language
and sign things, and slow down your words. development. Parentese—speech with a
This can make language more noticeable and | higher pitch, exaggerated intonation, and
memorable for your child. slower tempo—helps babies engage socially

and develop stronger language skills.
Parentese: a natural way caregivers talk to

babies using a warm, sing-song voice with
clear, slow speech to grab their attention and
help them learn language.

TRY THIS:

e Acoustic highlighting: emphasizing new words. In speech, this means adding extra stress,
slowing down, or using a sing-song tone for the new word; in signing, it involves increased
facial expression or movement emphasis.

e Parentese, pitch, volume, facial expressions, interesting, surprising, acoustic highlighting

e Emphasizing new words (say/ sign slowly, carefully, loudly/ largely)

e Model good speech/ signs (speak clearly, use correct speech sounds)

e Attach movement to specific sounds/ signs

e Raising eyebrows or squinting eyes for questions

e Use facial expressions to match what you are saying

 Sign in slower tempo (sign HAPPY slowly)

e Repeat words (sign HAPPY multiple times in a row; say the same word multiple times)

o Exaggerate movements (sign HAPPY big and with wide eyes)



